Foreword
Director of the Australian War Memorial

T

he Australia–Japan Research Project (AJRP) was launched in August 1996. In June 1998,
its website was launched as the first tangible result of the collaboration to promote
research related to the experience of our two countries at war.
I am now very pleased to introduce the next tangible product, this book, entitled From a
hostile shore: Australia and Japan at war in New Guinea. Its chapters, presented in both Japanese and English, have been written by prominent historians and researchers from Australia
and Japan. They deal with a range of topics, from strategy and overall operations, personal
attitudes and experiences of war, through to the grief of families in the post-war period.
New Guinea was one of the harshest imaginable environments in which to fight a war. For
the first time in its history, the security of Australia was threatened by the southward thrust
of the Japanese. The subsequent actions along the Kokoda Trail live in Australian memory as
being synonymous with absolute hardship, extraordinary physical demands, endurance, courage, and, above all, sacrifice. Sickness, disease, the climate, and the land itself were as much
to be endured as the often bitter assaults of the enemy. There is no reason to believe it was
any different on the Japanese side.
During the visit to Australia by Prime Minister Koizumi Jun’ichiro in May 2002, which included
a tour of the Australian War Memorial, Prime Minister John Howard commented on the “great
benefits and merits of the long-standing close ties and cooperation between Australia and Japan”.
It is a measure of the strength of the relationship now that the bitter actions in New Guinea can
jointly be the subject of open, objective and scholarly research. With the memory of those actions
fading for many in both countries, it is important that this can be done.
The AJRP website has grown considerably since its launch, to the point where it is now a
major resource for military historians and others interested in the history of Australia and
Japan in conflict. The AJRP has aimed to foster research in both Japan and Australia, so that
people from each country can better understand our experiences of war. It is my firm belief
that this book builds on the strengths of the project. I am sure you will find significant value
in reading these accounts, whether in English or Japanese.
I would like to congratulate the staff of the AJRP on their efforts in producing the website
and this book, and sincerely thank the contributors for their cooperation and time. Finally,
our gratitude goes to the Embassy of Japan for the generous support they have given the
project since its commencement in 1996.
Steve Gower AO
Director, Australian War Memorial
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Foreword
The Japanese Ambassador to Australia

I

take immense pleasure in endorsing this book, From a hostile shore: Australia and Japan
at war in New Guinea. I believe it will help the peoples of Japan and Australia to appreciate the results of the Australia–Japan Research Project (AJRP). The AJRP began as a joint
project of the Japanese Embassy in Canberra and the Australian War Memorial under the
Japanese Government’s “Peace, Friendship and Exchange Initiative”, which was established
by then Prime Minister Murayama Tomiichi in August 1994.
The aim of this project is to promote study and research into what took place between the two
countries, particularly in time of war, and to build a solid basis for mutual understanding and
trust between the two peoples. Over the last eight years, the AJRP has created a huge database
of documents and materials relating to the war between Japan and Australia.
A number of events, including workshops involving Australian and Japanese historians in both
countries, have contributed greatly to a closer scrutiny of the field of war history between the
two countries. This information has been made available to the world on the AJRP homepage
(www.awm.gov.au/ajrp) since June 1998, in the form of a database, thanks to the massive amounts
of archival material on the war held by the Australian War Memorial.
Today, the Japan–Australia relationship is one of the most amicable bilateral relationships in
the world. However, we should always remember that our two countries once fought each
other in a war, and that our relations continued to suffer in the years immediately following the
Second World War. But since that time, a great many people, both in Japan and Australia, have
made great efforts toward reconciliation. On 15 August 1995, the then Prime Minister
Murayama, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, said:
“We should bear in mind that we must look into the past to learn from the lessons of history,
and ensure that we do not stray from the path to the peace and prosperity of human society in
the future.”
I believe that not only the essays in this book, but also the information on the AJRP home
page, will contribute to the further development of the Japan–Australia relationship.
I would like to express my appreciation to the Australian War Memorial and the staff of the
AJRP. I am most grateful to the people of both countries who have cooperated on this project.
Oshima Kenzo
Ambassador of Japan
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